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NATURAL SETTING
[ Pocahiontre County owes its parly development largely Lo ils

ticn on the boundary of Virginia, DPioneering gxbloIers dlp?ﬂ?ﬁ?!d

«ich valleve on their firat short trips beyond the Allegneny bar-

o iy
er. Later, it became an imnortant gateway for settlers from the

ri s

5 - i T T
enstern communities who pushed into the free lands of the E'hlﬂ counbry.

; )
™he county, in ite E-'Eﬂgrﬁl}hj.cal _'[]-lH-CEIHCHt and contour,=18 ':_[U.lt-e similar
t5 Weat Virginia, itself. Trim the northern panhandle Tegion from a

s of atate and the remainder will be eurprisingly like a'msp of

L
roeahontas. Like the atate, the counfty extends much farther north,
south, east, Aand west thin ite size would in{iicl&tl:.'. From 37 degreces,

40 minutes north latituds at its southerimost point 1t stretches to

iegraes £0 minutes north latitude. 3Similarsly it reaches from 73

iegrees, 35 minutles to 80 degress, 24 minutes west longitude. v
Itedmore than 900 saqudre miles of land make Pocahontas the third -
unts ﬁr:LLt state in s:z?. 1L was Tormed from perta of Bath, Pend- §
e &nd Randoluh counties and was originally thought to contain
ré mi] an urdaries  arc termi i r EF i
. milez. Boundaries, as determined by the Virginia legis-
ldzl, were as. follows:
inni Rt Lhe line of Greenhrier County on toj of the Alle=
i ‘hence wW.th the said line to the head of Spice Run; x
Lthe & 1 i Lo Lbe R " Ehln . ]
o L “nd of the Droop Mounain, thence with
g I A noe with b&ld lane to whers i lnterseocis
{inr * " i b
Pit, noe y Lit line dividing Rencolph
: i win opival the Junction®af“the e
: iV thanab ol P s
I ¢ a w lght 1ine™ to thet s
L [} i ¥i i tf-
. a "RIGHE line o' tHe “topiw
L & LT ] 2
< @ Poinbly .



nid, where the Iuad leaaine from Clover Lick Lo Ranaolpil

~rpsses said mounte.in, bthence o goraigut line to WneIE

leton county intersectis the Line of Bath and Rancolphn
-

top of the mountain between Cheat and GreenbrleT RivVeTE,

‘he top of said mountain Lo woere the road lezcing from

andolah Court house rrosges if, thence R straight line
» sne Allegheny Mountain 0DLOB1GE thehead of the east fors

hrier River, thence with the top of the said mountall to

s+on linme,; thence with the &ed af the seld mountisaill to the

nisht line from tie Slavens road to tne mMolr bein OpjioslLEe
nast Forkx of Greenbrisl cpused much confusion. A8 county

nen., & corridor Was formed culbting aff a part of Pendleton

of the county. Alsg, & "no wan's land" wes created
Randolph. After considerable dispute the houndaries wWeIe
seent location. Focanontag thus gained a vast area of

1nnéd. Burner, May, gertrude and Wildell are lumher Lowns
’

;v in this formerly disputed LerritoXs. hout ten miles

vervland Reilrond together wiihn

attending operatlions is

AT aw weaTs lpter Lhe gouthern bolrder Was CLET

..r..“__n:l'.‘_ 8511 Llrht"l.'!-a
. its préseént arch ol 602,660 acrea. As 1n Lihe CAEE
. r ough Lsrrain i8

B pgeneral , boundaries Wrecdetermined

cal barritra, slrepmn, ROd divigions of water shed
I S .
r nid B AADly Burve gt T i - "
v ] T FOI wiin Lnf wild country 4
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wz-‘;’yﬂuﬂﬁ SETTLIG (PooahontaeCounty)

BeginniBg August 26th 1540

Roocoe W. Brown.

FPart 1.

' f the State somewhat
tec A Pocahontee CQounty ie aituata‘d on the eaeterneide o a

: : tha en=t L
velow the center of West Virginia, is mdjoining the State of virginia in the 4

=
the meanders of the Alleghany mounteins ,and the watershed thersof which is the 0

line between virginiam and Weet Virginia ,forms the eastern boundry line of Focshontae

County except the north end of the County which ie bounded on the esmet by Pendleton
County of West Virginia.

Focshontaes County is bounded on the north and north-weet by Webster and
Randplph Counties, on the north-esst by Pendleton County , on the eaest by Highland
erd Bath Counties of the State of Wirginia, and on the scuth-west by Greenbrier County ,

The Geographal poeition of Pocahontee County ,or am it im oriented in the
State of Weet Virginiam,in reference to ite pesition of Latitude and Longitudinal
departure ; at the High-Bchool Bhildinguat Greenbank tsken &s & point ae near s
can be defined 48 3B degrees ,25 minutee ,und 33 seconde of nNorth Latitude, and
7% degreee, 49 minutes , and 30 seconds of Longitude from Greenwich,
The ng:rnphai':-;f"ﬁnrlintnn ( the County sest of Pocahontas County ) is

Efprozizately ae teken from the Topographicnl taps made by U,S,Enginesrs for the

“eclogiesl Surveye, is 38 degreee and 13 minutes of North Latitude, and 80 degrees

and £ mimutes of Longitude.

% '3 !
‘% Teference to the Magnetic declination ,or the delination of the magnatic
A

sempase needls ,from the trus Morth Meridian Bppears to be 4 degrees and 30 minutes
of West Declination v ¥lth an annual change of 3 minuten par ypar

{ A1l & U.R y

he U, 0, Dowmrmaent BUrYeYR ure hased on the True North Merdidian all
tis loe 2 z
O &1 and privAde lands are furveyed by the Magnetie Meridian, )

Mﬂ‘_



¢ Page 2)

1to gronbest
ty 4ie irregular in outline , and has no definite form ,
he Coum

t-pouthwest direction
ning io & northeas

ip nenrly 60 milee run

gax imus length

is approximately
d sputheast directlon
tept width in n porthwest on
and ite gres
i nd.
25 miles narrowing to about 17milos toward the northern e

the present aren of Pocahontas County, am deterrined with planimeter from

she topographic sheats of the United State Geological Survey as follows:

Greonbank Dimtrigt -—---—- 319.24 Square Miles.

Hintersvills District----- 193, 64 Square Milesa.

Edray Dietricte---- 237.05 GSquare ¥ilee. >

Little Levele District--- 192,68 Equare Milee. ‘.l;‘
Totaleoomommce e emmeee 942, A1 Square Miles . or about mz.&&grmnra or lesre

Fochbatass County was formed by an act of the Virginia Legikature in Dee

-e=ber 1221, while West Virginla was a part of the State of Virginia,

TE

It was Tommed from parid of Baih, Pondleton , and Randolph Counties , and

taxl tizms was suppoed to contain 820 square milas,

The boundry linee of Pocahonias County as crigionally established by the

" e

-Fginis Leglislature in December 1821 are as follows .
Feginsing ai the line of Greenbrier County on top of the Allegheny Mountain
sknce witk ¢

e #nid line th the head of Spice Run, thence with the said line tg the

. ! the Draosp Houmtaln, thence with maid line tg Fryers Knob, thance with caid lims
TARTw A% istersects the 1ine of Bath and Randelph, thence with the line dividing
kel - = - . the junction of the
T RS Grhanbrier Counties ,t0 the mountain “Pronft?\!‘!unm:k Shoal Run with
r simme B war ik

e THRTER & siraight 1ine to the mouth of the dry fork of ElkRi ver
»

i s viripit lise W ths top of the mo ‘;
s mo mttin:fnt.wnun the head of the valley River,
Lo & lot ) ! Tt
S8 sferesnid, whars the rosd leading from Clover Liek to Randolph
8@ L

EEwe H Puntial T
o8 Sald mevataln , thance o Biralght line 4o *here the line of
Pang) g, dunly istersessts tha 14ins of )

Oh and Mandelph Counties on top of tha
L Lo
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i ere the rond leading from Slavent o Raddolph Court house crosses it, thencs &
Jtaignt 1ine 1o the top of the Allegheny wountain opposits the head of the east
¢ork of the Greenbrier River, thence with the top of the gaid mountain to the
ppndleton 1ine, thance with the top of the said mountain to the beginning.

) Ses® Dyers Index of the land grants of West virginia for the above calle)

1t appears that the optablishmant of the straight line from the point in the
road leading from Slaven,B to the Randolph County Court house to the %op of the
A\llaghany Mountain gpposits the head of the Bast Fork of the Greenbrier River

1n later years,lsd to much pisunderatanding ,end gontroversy beiwwen the Counties ’
from Harrison Countj
pgeahiontas and Randelph, . Randplph County was fnrmadnhr an Act of the Virginia

Assambly in Qoctober 1786 , and did,nt 1nclude the head waters of the wekt Fork

of the Creenbrier River; and it appearsd that the gaid line would wp’yﬂ.d out &

part of Pendleton in two parts not joinming. FPendleton County line ae astablished

ty ths Virginia Assembly in Necembar 1787 ,only callsd for the top of the Alleghany

and along the smme ,and the enst side of the Greenbrisr waters to the south-west

P
-

stain of the South Branch, this point wae the corner of Augusta County at that

simg and later formed the setting of the Bath County line as formed from Augusta

County 4in 1791

After the formation of Pocahontas County in 1821 ,the greater portion of
the arse drained by the waters of the West Fork of the Gresnbrisr Rlver was not

cempletely included in the County lines abows mentioned and therefore appeared %o
b+ * N Mans Land” and was &1l due to the fact that the origional calls show &
Lhurd tarmdt n &

surderstaniing on the part of the drafteman of the bill ,an to the topographical

slitentieon of ine cc-'.an'..r-;.

It was agresd Yen
od tecand understood by the 6ffieclas of Pocshontns and Randelph
euniliss thal & definits

11

as musl be sstablished bLetwaon the two Countias
&l 1 i ]

Liis particular peinst of eenirg varey




Page §)

wne pervice of B.M.Yeager a qualified land surveyor was sscured to survey

y sstablish a line an directed bp a board of commiseioners; The eurvey npSes

AT

.r 5.4, Yenger bearing date of May 22nd 1876 purports the fact that he began at

the top of Back Alleghany , on Shavers Mountein ,where the Staunton and Parkersburg

urnpike road crosses the top of said Mountain ; ( Thie poiat had been the most

:?“ srn point or corner of Pocehontas County for a peried of 55 years).
tnence with the top of said montain on the divide between the waters of the
srestrier River ,and the watere of the Shavers Fork of Cheat River , and following
the water shed of the Greenbrier waters to a point onthe top of the Alleghany
Mountain on the Pandlut? County line .
The =aid surveyor gives tha whols dimtance 8415 polas--- $42.07%
Reversed ————e—e=—mem—- e 7276 poles $ 36,38
cmbar of COUTrEBE=====—=== 146 mmmmmm= 4,56
The whols diptance of the new line beilwsen Randolph mnd Pocahontas County
‘e abeut 27 =iles, ( The bearinge and distanc,s of ths courses are omitted aéﬁhiu
ke following is the Commissionere report of the line ,mnd the same ig
& maiter of record inm the County Clerks Office of Pocahontas County West Va.
I= Desd Bosk No 15 at Page 188
¥s Sherman 8, Clark ,Williem 8, Overholt, mnd John [, Price

Commiasioners

the part of Focahontae County and,

W Cruwford, Mcholaw Marstiller , and 5.p. Strader Commissioners ,on
L]

Wit of .Raslclph County , and B, W, Byrns who was dully chose Umpirs by said

Wiksers, whe wers appolnted sscording to law, to nscortain and fix that
L f tha iy iine betwesn ths sald Countiss about whish thers has beon &
wre) iwiesss sald Countiss . Uat {in the vioinityof mald disputed line
VRN LT ey of Tegust 1800 . and firet Wlly sworn | on hearing evidencs
S wpmalt of sesnebl, The sald Bhere an M,

HDark, Willim: 0. Overholt and

- " A 2.9.6yres - 1 1
] # BRI FLYY of ania baard gf “omE Lssisnars assartain add
L -4 & e

Wrawmrey as follgws &8 shpwn ¢

B the plat Scsgpmpaning thies report



{ Page 5)
_ 4o wit beginning on the tpp of Back Alleghany , onSehavers Mountain ,whers tne
staunton mdd Parkersburg Turnpike road crogses the top of gaid Mountain and
running thance with the top of mnid Mountain on the di vide, betwsan the waters
of Greenbrier River and the waters of bhavers Fork of Cheat River as follows .
[ the first call of the 1ins) 5.33 E. 58 poles . =Z=°°7 ( The bearings and
iistances of the ocourses of the line are ommitted at this place ,but can furnish
them if necesary , ) ( The last cull or line) N. 37 E. 70 poles 4o a Hemlock ,
~werry and 2 Beeches on the top of Alleghany Mountain .  where the said dividing
ridge intersectis the said Alleghany Mountain.

Tha Commissioners on the part of Randolph county disseniing .

~e==issioners on the part of Pocshonias County . 5.H,0lark,
Wm Overholt

John G. Price

B. W. Byrns, Umpire.

PFeesmantan County Clerke office .

coing plat and report of the Oounty line betwesn the Pocehonias and -

basdelph Ssuntles was presented in t4beOffice and adnitted to record

TEST JOHN J, HEARD CLERK,




( Page 6 )

e sntablishment of the dimsputed line by the Commiseioners which appears

4s have baen cuntrolli by the deeiding wote of the Umpire addad much wvaluation

te the Greenbank Distriet of Pocahohtas County; The ¥aluation of many thousand

scros of waluable timber fell to Pocshontas County , and many years afterward
gary different Band Saw mills and LiBer Towns wers satablished within the

1isputed area , The Lumber Towns- Burner, May, Gertrude , and Wildell, and

sther lusmber operations on the Western Maryland R milroad were in the area that was
:aded %o Focahontas County, Thees were all large Lumber townes with Chorchaes

and Schoole , and had all the modern convenisncise ,that went to make up =a
lesirable place for the employees, and their fenilies o live, while the mille

wers in cparation , The duration of tha mills that operated on the West Fork of

the Gresnbrier River was from 1900 to about 1920,

About 10 milee of ths Wemtern Maryland Railrgad is within thie disputed

L
arsa , and adding that amount of valudion of the rolling stosk +to Focshontas ¢



of Poouliontas County Agriculture was the chief pureuit of the

sn the early dayse

Larly settlers . DBocwuas trayel was difficuli and transportation facilities

were inn{ﬁr. the settlers wore compelled to be self- supporiing or gelf- sustaihning
The coming of the Greenbrier Division of the Chesapoaks and Ohio Railway

running through Pocahontas County, and connecting with the Western Maryland Railway

«t Durtin , and the hard surfaced romds that pass through Pocahontas County, with

.11 its roczk based secondary roads , hae made ingress and egrese , free and

weilitmtive for Bconomic and social science of the business men of the adjoining

"

=ties of West Virginia; The establishment of the County lines have brought about
resiriction of trade relations botween the Countiee that have common lines

vl Fesabonta County. Highland , and Bath, Counties of the State of Virginia are

= &

or border Counties , but itrede relations sximt between th%gbuva namad

ies of Virginia , with the same degree of Social Economy

ss wlth reanbrier , Webster, Randdlph and Pendleton Counties of West Virgimis;
gswsr ,the trede relations beiween Bbeahontms County and the bordering

tist of Wrginie are subject to the State laws of each State ,and sach adjoining

rizg Ceunty ,4in trade relations

yobeerye the eivll laws of their neighbor States.

At the present time Focahonim s County ,formés m part of an econemical whole
1l »
is sconemicnlly related to all its adjoining Countiee , especimlly 4h that part
a eo Lhat perialn %o and troats of that portion
- - 1 u f } -
of with earning s living and trade relations, RS ﬂﬂti‘i$&'hi°h j




Pocnhontan County Dot Tth= 1940
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THREE . NATURAL SBTTING,

_'-F'_"“ — Roecoe . Erown,
Fart 1 )
(see €)  ountaine $hat divide the waters of the Greenbrier river and the

re of the Deer creek and thw Brush run ie known o8 the Little Mountasin, which
whld . -

in honor of Charlas Callagher whos patent
"
s 000 scres covered the greater part of the ridge, It was later called Erush

of 32,000

wae formerly culled Gellaghers Ridge
- ridge” after a man by the name of“Brush® an assignee of Charles Gallagher
ard i where we get the name of " Brush RUnY

The Little Mogntain extends from from the County roaed at Caes , at the
furcticn of the Deer Cresk and the firesnbrier river , to & peint on or neer the

stmunicn and Parkerburg Pike between the Kelly Sprimg ,which is the head of

spush run and mt & place known es the " Slab Camp * and the Spring on the Lunafer d
place now cwned by James Wilfong , which i the head of Deer Creek .; At this polint

i% connecto with the Frank Mountain , and forme a spur of the main ﬁllaghnn}r 5

gusiain mnd heas an slewmtion of 1695 feet.

“he Frenk Meuntaln and the Buffalo Ridge unite mt this point krown as the
¢f Mlegheny " and at an eleavation of 4 199 faet { This point is slsc knowrn as

op Allegheny Battle Field ) .

¢ Fldge divides the waters of ihe Morth Fork of Deer Creek and

#4T Creck propsr und has un slevetion of ¢ pop Teot .
sfg Fetween the Allegheny Mountnine snd the Back Allegheny Mountain
Lry of ¢f rangée of conmidernblae Prominence ., FReaverlick Mountnin enters froc
' ‘ owith Ate extenelon 4in Brushy Mountain v North of which are
PRek Feuntaln , Michesl Mountain snd othey tmall ranges which torrinate ina
£ Lo Liny pertk of Gresnbank Tl.lll'llr]hh { Geolopie ] .
B [ olegiecally speakin¥)

Ene la r
FE® Teld eomponnd of Bovor

il mmall folds the back bone of wk
14 |
rieos in & gliff tp ), 652, Tast
Erfier riwep LiBE & ae
L rias L] 3
s | | o of sven crested shart ranges
imaE -!”-l*l.
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POCAHONTAS CUUNTY

==

s Ferguson. Thus did Greenbrier Velley men val-

themselves on this first field of battle

wmi1 T
‘-\.I.J.lh-

-ican Independence. Had not Gov. Dunmore siopped

1

Chio, these Virginians would doubtless gliner

P

{1 the Ohio Indimns on their own ground or driven

o the couniry.

-as taken from an article writven by 4. E. ZWLINE,

ids, lHdchigan c.ud published in the Pocahonias

swing 15 @ note written by Celvin Frice, Editor oi

11y, I agree with Lr, Lwing's suggestion or &mn
26 marker with tne names of our Indisn fight-
o Probably someday we Will stir ourselves and
NOT. There is & rub however, aud Toet is
8t pnow embraces Poouhontas wes divided Ze-
and Botetour.e countiles back 1n the time orf
warything north of Swago was gonsliwared

at creck was considered Hotetourte = po

y 1 B¢ i q
L]
Dag
i ¥
g ha
"
'
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